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Welcome to  Mississippi State  University  and Starkville! We are very 

pleased that you have joined  us as a faculty  member and  hope that you will 

have a productive and happy career experience here. This New Faculty 

Information  Guide is designed to  orient  you to  some basic information  that you 

may find helpful as  you get started.  It is not meant to  be exhaustive or 

authoritative,  but to help guide you to in formation to e ase your transition. 
 

New Faculty  Orientation is  scheduled f or August 9, fol lowed by a New 

Faculty  Teaching Academy on August 10 for  those who have teaching a ssignments. 

If you are a tenure-track faculty  member, you are requested to att end the one-

day New Faculty  Orientation  session or a make-up program w hich will  be held 

in e arly fall. 
 

The New Faculty  Orientation program schedules a ctivities throughout the 

year which are designed to  help acclimate you to  life as a faculty  member 

here, and functions to  help you meet your new colleagues. More details on 

these programs are found  elsewhere. Additionally, t he Center for  Teaching and 

Learning offers a full  range of f aculty  development programs that are  scheduled 

throughout the year. Individual consultat ion and support  are also available for 

new faculty  members. 
 

Again, welcome to  MSU. Please let  me know if I can be of assistance to 

you. 
 
 

 
Linda W. Morse, Ph. D. 

Director, Center  for  Teaching and Learning 
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ABOUT MSU 
 

Mississippi S tate U niversity forms part of a cohesive town-university community 

with the growing a gricultural-commercial-industrial town of S tarkville. Located in the 

eastern p art of north-central Mississippi, it is  125 miles northeast of  Jackson and 23 

miles west of C olumbus; it  is served by H ighways 82, 12 and 25 and by feeder air 

service th rough the  Golden Triangle Regional  Airport 14 miles east. Away from urban 

complexities, the community enjoys many i ntellectual, cultural, and recreational 

advantages: the MSU-Starkville Civic  Symphony and C horus; the S tarkville Community 

Theater; the University Lyceum series, bringing professional musical, d ramatic, and 

artistic groups and performers to the campus; a rt e xhibits, p lays, and reci tals by local 

and visit ing art ists; public r adio and public te levision pro grams thr ough Mississippi 

Public B roadcasting performances by po pular musical g roups of r egional and national 

celebrity; f requent i ntercollegiate athletic events in  modern faciliti es; and a variety of 

recreational opp ortunities on p laying fields and courts, in  neighboring f orests, fields, 

and l akes, and along the nearby Te nnessee-Tombigbee Wa terway. 

 

The University 
 

 

Mississippi S tate U niversity is  a 

comprehensive, d octoral-degree-granting 

university offering to a  diverse and capable 

student body a wide range of opp ortunities 

and challenges for learning and g rowth; to t he 

world of k nowledge, v igorous and expanding 

contributio ns in  research, di scovery, and 

applicat ion; and to t he State and its people in 

every r egion, a variety of exp ert services. 

Mississippi S tate U niversity is  designated as a 

Docto ral/ Extensive i nstitution  by the Carnegie 

Foundation  for the Advancement of T eaching. 

It is r epresentative of the American Land-Grant tr adition  and d istinctive in  its o wn 

character and spiri t, born of i ts Mississippi heritage and t he vis ion and l oyal 

perseverance of th ose who have l abored in its de velopment. Mississippi S tate University 

is accredited by the Southern Associat ion of  Colleges and Schools Commission on 

Colleges to award baccalaureate, masters, specialist, and doc torate degrees. Co ntact  

the C ommission on C olleges at 1866 S outhern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or 

call 404-679-4500 for questions about the  accreditat ion of Mississippi S tate U niversity. 

 
An able faculty, drawn from the best i nstitutions in  all parts of the  nation, str ive 
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earnestly to d emonstrate excel lence in  teaching, while p roducing in  their specialized 

stud ies scholarly books, articles, and conference papers t hat g ain respect for 

themselves, the University, and the state. Thus t hey e nsure for t heir students 

instruction  that is in  immediate t ouch with current k nowledge and  thought. A  body of 

energetic researchers, both faculty and o ther, assisted by an effective r esearch 

administration, p laces Mississippi S tate among the first one hundred univ ersities in  the 

nation  in research and  development in  the sciences and engineering. The U niversity's 

service agencies are s imilarly d istinguished, earning the respect and support of their 

varied consti tuencies thr oughout t he s tate, as well as in  other states and in foreign 

countries. 

 

The History 
 

 

The University began as The Agricultural and Mechanical College of  the State of 

Mississippi, one of the  national Land-Grant Colleges e stablished after Con gress had 

passed t he Morrill Act in 1862. It was created by the Mississippi Legislature on  

February 28, 1878, to  fulfill the mission of offering training in  "agriculture, h orticulture 

and the mechanical arts . . . with out ex cluding other  scientific  and classical studies, 

including m ilitary tac tics." T he Co llege re ceived its first students in  the fall of 1880 in 

the presidency of Confederate General S tephen D. L ee. In 1887 Congress p assed t he 

Hatch Act, which pr ovided for t he e stablishment of the Agricultural Experiment S tation 

in 1888. Two ot her pi eces of federal legislation  provided funds for extending the 

mission of the College: in 1914, t he Smi th-Lever Act called for "instruction  in practical 

agriculture and h ome economics to persons not atte ndant or  resident," t hus creating 

the st ate-wide effort which l ed to Extension o ffices in  every county in the State; a nd, 

in 1917, the Smith-Hughes Act pr ovided f or the tr aining of t eachers in vocational 

education. 

 
By 1932, when t he Legislature re named 

the Co llege as Mississippi S tate Co llege, it 

consisted of the Agricultural Experiment 

Station  (1887), the College of E ngineering 

(1902), the Co llege of Agriculture ( 1903), the 

School  of I ndustrial Pedagogy (1909), the 

School  of General S cience (1 911), the  College 

of Business and I ndustry ( 1915), the 

Mississippi Agricultural Extension Service 

(1915), and the Div ision of Con tinuing 

Education, (1919). Further, in  1926 t he C ollege h ad received its first accreditation  by 

the Southern Association of C olleges and Schools. 

 
By 1958, when t he Legislature again renamed the Col lege, as Mississippi S tate 

University, t he O ffice of Graduate S tudies had been o rganized (1936), d octoral d egree 
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programs had begun (1951), t he S chool of Forest Resources had been e stablished 

(1954), and the College of Arts and Sciences had been created ( 1956). The College of 

Archite cture a dmitted its first students in 1973. The College of Veterinary Medicine 

admitted i ts first class in 1977, and the School of Accountancy was e stablished in  

1979. 

 

The Purposes 
 

 

As a Land-Grant i nstitution, Mississippi 

State U niversity is d edicated to t he three broad 

purposes already mentioned-learning, research, 

and s ervice: learning, on-campus and o ff- 

campus, to e nhance the i ntel lectual, cultural, 

social, and professional dev elopment of its 

students; research, both to exte nd the present 

limits of k nowledge a nd to bring dee per i nsight, 

understandi ng, and usefulness to existing 

knowledge; and service, to app ly k nowledge and the fruits of research to the liv es of 

people. 

 
Fulfilling these purposes is the chief work of  the l arge number of educational 

units that  make up the  total  university, i ncluding, among o thers, t he academic 

departments, schools, and colleges; Continuing Education; the Mississippi S tate 

University Extension Service, and the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 

Station. 

 
The quality of the faculty, staff, and administrators e nsures t he high  quality  of 

the instruction, research, and service p rovided. The quality of the  University's p rograms 

ensures that its  students r eceive a  well-designed a nd comprehensive e ducation  that will 

assist t hem to  lead constructive liv es and achieve their pe rsonal and professional 

goals. 

 

The University Today 
 

 

Mississippi S tate U niversity now comprises t he following academic units: the 

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences i ncluding the S chool of Human Sciences; the 

College of Archite cture, Art a nd D esign; the College of Arts and Sciences; the College 

of Business i ncluding the Adkerson S chool of Accountancy; the College of Education; 

the Ba gley Co llege of  Engineering i ncluding the S walm S chool of Chemical Engineering; 

the Co llege of Forest Resources; the Office of the  Graduate S chool, and the C ollege of 

Veterinary Medicine. In additio n, the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment 

Station, o perating 16 branch s tations t hroughout the State, conducts r esearch in a 
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variety of areas and assists in  the University's tea ching and service functions. Finally, 

the Mississippi S tate University Extension Service o ffers p rograms and s ervices to the 

people of t he S tate t hrough campus and county o ffices and personnel. Supporting the 

academic and e ducational p rograms of the total U niversity are the  Mitchell Memorial 

Library and branch li braries. 

 
Within the f ramework of the University, several units pe rform specialized 

teaching, research, or  service activities. Among these a re the Center for D istance 

Education, Shackouls Honors Co llege, t he Advanced Research Projects Laboratory, the 

Center for Safety and Health, t he Ce nter for S cience, Mathematics and Technology, t he 

Electron Microscope Center, t he High Performance Computing C ollaboratory, t he 

Institute for D igital B iology, the Institute for Neurocognitive S cience and Technology, 

the Franklin Furniture Institute, Forest and Wildli fe Research Center, Sustainable Energy 

Research Center, t he Mississippi S tate C hemical Lab, t he Research and C urriculum U nit, 

the Ce nter for Education and Training Technology, the GeoResources I nstitute, t he Life 

Sciences and B iotech nology I nstitute, t he So cial S cience Research Center, t he C arl 

Small T own Center, t he De sign Research and Informatics Lab, the  Educational Design 

Institute, t he Jackson Co mmunity D esign Center (JC DC), t he The Gulf C oast C ommunity 

Design Studio, the B iological and P hysical S ciences Resources I nstitute, t he Ce nter for 

Computat ional S ciences, the  Cobb Institute of Archaeology, t he I nstitute for the 

Humanities, t he The John C. Stennis I nstitute of Government, t he C enter for Educational 

Partnerships, t he Early Childhood I nstitute, the  Rehabilitat ion Research and T raining 

Center on Bli ndness and L ow Vision, the Mississippi Writ ing/ Thinking I nstitute, the T. K. 

Martin  Center for Technology and D isability, the Center for Advanced Vehicular 

Systems, t he Ce nter for C omputer Se curity Research, the Center for DoD Programming 

Environment and Training, the C omputat ional  Simulation and D esign Center, t he 

Institute for Clean Energy Te chnology, t he Hi gh Voltage Laboratory, and the Raspet 

Flight Laboratory. 

 
Mississippi S tate U niversity o perates an off-campus, degree-granting center in 

Meridian where both  undergraduate and graduate programs are offered and a program 

center at the S tennis Space Center. In  cooperation with the U. S.  Army Engineer 

Waterways Experiment S tation, the  College of  Engineering offers the  Master of S cience 

degree to  qualified students in  Vicksburg. 

 
The B oard of T rustees of S tate I nstitutions of Hig her Learning h as designated 

Mississippi S tate U niversity as a comprehensive, d octoral d egree-granting u niversity. 

This d esignation, in  concert with the University's o riginal Land-Grant mission, make 

Mississippi S tate University a  major contributor to the e ducational system of the State. 

For o ver a century, t he S tate has benefited  from the University a nd its g raduates, most 

of whom h ave remained in Mississippi and aided the State's e conomic, social, and 

educational de velopment. Thr ough i ts membership in  such organizations as the  

Southern Regional Education  Board, the American C ouncil on  Education, and the 
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National Association  of State U niversities and Land-Grant Co lleges, Mississippi State 

University is justly r ecognized for i ts educational a nd technological contributio ns to the 

national and internati onal communities. The commitment of  faculty, administrators, and 

staff p ersonnel is to continue the h igh quality of t eaching, r esearch, and service to 

Mississippi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above informatio n, includi ng images, was taken from 

http:/ / www.msstate.edu/ web/a bout/h istory.php 

http://www.msstate.edu/web/about/history.php
http://www.msstate.edu/web/about/history.php
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Mississippi State University Administrati on 
 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 
Dr. Mark Keenum 

Office: Lee Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.msstate.edu/ president/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PROVOST & E XECUTIVE 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. Judith L. Bonner  

Office: Lee Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.provost.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH 

& E CONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Dr. David Sh aw 

Office: Lee Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.research.msstate.edu/ people/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR AGRICULTURE, 

FORESTRY & VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Dr. Gregory Bohach 

Office: Room 203 Bost Exten sion Center 

Web: http:/ / www.dafvm.msstate.edu/  

http://www.msstate.edu/president/
web:%20http://www.provost.msstate.edu/
http://www.research.msstate.edu/people/
http://www.dafvm.msstate.edu/
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VICE PRESIDENT FOR 

BUDGET & P LANNING 
Don Zant 

Office: Allen Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.vpbp.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR CAMPUS SERVICES 
Amy Tuck 

Office: Lee Hall 

Web: http:// www.campusservices.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR 

DEVELOPMENT & A LUMNI 
John P. Rush 

Office: Hunter Henry Center  

Web: http:/ / www.devalumni.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Dr. Regina Young Hyatt  

Office: Allen Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.saffairs.msstate.edu/  

http://www.vpbp.msstate.edu/
http://www.campusservices.msstate.edu/
http://www.devalumni.msstate.edu/
http://www.saffairs.msstate.edu/
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Deans 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, 

ART, & DESIGN 
Jim West 

Office: Giles Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.caad.msstate.edu/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & S CIENCES 

Dr. Rick Travis  

Office: Allen Hall, 2nd Floor 

Web: http:/ / www.cas.msstate.edu/ office/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

& LIFE SCIENCES 
Dr. George Hopper 

Office: Bost Extension Center  

Web: http:/ / www.cals.msstate.edu/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Dr. Sharon Oswald 

Office: McCool Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.business.msstate.edu/  

http://www.caad.msstate.edu/
http://www.cas.msstate.edu/office/
http://www.cals.msstate.edu/
http://www.business.msstate.edu/
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
Dr. Richard Blackbourn 

Office: Allen Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.educ.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
Dr. Jason Keith 

Office: McCain Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.bagley.msstate.edu/ people/  

college-leadership/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Dr. Kent Hoblet  

Office: Wise Center  

Web: http:/ / www.cvm.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Dr. Lori Bruce 

Office: Allen Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.grad.msstate.edu/  

http://www.educ.msstate.edu/
http://www.bagley.msstate.edu/people/
http://www.cvm.msstate.edu/
http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
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SHACKOULS HONORS COLLEGE 
Dr. Christopher Snyder 

Office: Griffis Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.honors.msstate.edu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIBRARIES 
Frances Coleman 

Office: Mitchell Memorial  Library 

Web: http:/ / library.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERIDIAN 
Dr. Terry Dale Cruse , Interim Administrative 

Dean 

Office: MSU Meridian 

Web: http:/ / www.meridian.msstate.edu/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENTS 
Dr. Thomas Bourgeois 

Office: Allen Hall 

Web: http:/ / www.students.msstate.edu/  
 

12 

http://www.honors.msstate.edu/
http://library.msstate.edu/
http://www.meridian.msstate.edu/
http://www.students.msstate.edu/
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Mississippi S tate University a thletic  teams are called Bulldogs, a name earned 

and maintained over the de cades by the tough, tenacious p lay of studen t-athletes 

wearing the Maroon and Whi te. The o fficial school  mascot is an American Kennel Club 

registered English Bulldog, given the inherited  title of 'Bully'. 
 

 

As with most universities, State t eams answered to d ifferent nicknames thr ough 

the y ears. The first squads representing Mississippi A&M College were pr oud to be 

called Aggies, and when the sch ool officially became Mississippi S tate Co llege in  1932 

the nickname Maroons, for S tate's uniform color, g ained prominence. Bulldogs became 

the o fficial title for S tate te ams in  1961, not long after S tate College w as granted 

university status. Yet  references to school teams and athletes as Bulldogs actually go 

back to e arly in  the century, and this nickname was used almost interchangeably with 

both Aggies and Maroons, since at least 1905. 
 

 

On N ovember 30 of t hat year, the A&M football t eam shut out the ir arch-rivals 

from the University of Mississippi 11-0 in  Jackson, Miss. The campus newspaper, The 

Reflector, reported:  "After the game, filled wi th that emotion t hat accompanies every 

great vic tory, t here was nothi ng l eft for the cadets to do but to complete the great 

victory by showing sympathy for t he d ead athletic spirit  of the University, by having a 

military funeral p arade. A coffin was secured, decorated with U niversity colors and a 

bulldog pup pl aced on  top. It  was then  placed on  the s houlders of a d ozen cadets, 

and the p rocession started down Capitol S treet, pre ceded by the brass band playing a 

very pathetic  funeral march." 
 

 

Other newspaper r eports of t he vi ctory commented on  the 'bulldog' style of play 

by the A&M eleven, and the B ulldog was soon publicly  accepted as a school athletic 

symbol. Accounts of a  1926 pep  rally in  Meridian, Miss., h ad anot her bulldog parading 

with students. 

Use as an official game mascot began in 1935 when C oach Major Ralph S asse, 

on 'orders' from his t eam, went to Memphis, Te nn., to s elect a bulldog. Ptolemy, a  gift 

of the  Edgar Webster family, was chosen and the Bu lldogs promptly defeated Alabama 

20-7. 

A litter -mate of P tolemy became the first mascot called 'Bully' shortly after 

Sasse's t eam beat mighty Army 13-7 at W est Point that same y ear, perhaps the 

greatest vic tory in  MSU football h istory. But Bully I earned other  fame the hard way, in  

1939 when a campus bus cut short h is career. 
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Days of campus mourning f ollowed, as Bully lay in  state in  a glass coffin. A 

half-mile funeral p rocession accompanied by the the Famous Maroon Band and th ree 

ROTC battalions went to Scott Field where Bully was buried un der the bench at the 

50-yard line. Even LIFE Magazine covered to  the eve nt. Ot her Bullys have since been 

buried by campus dorms, fraternity h ouses, and a lso at the  football stadium. 
 

 

For years Bully was a target for kid nappers, the l ast i ncident oc curring prior to 

the 1974 S tate-Ole Miss g ame. The Bulldog team won anyway, 31-13. Whi le early 

Bullys on ce r oamed campus freely or li ved in  fraternities, today the  official university 

mascot is h oused at the College of Veterinary Medicine when not on duty at State 

home football games. For all their fierce ap pearance and  reputati on, tod ay's mascot 

bulldogs are good-natured, friendly animals and favorites with children. 
 

 

A student wearing a Bulldog suit, also answering to B ully, is part of the MSU 

cheerleading team and assists in  stirri ng up State spirit at games and pep r allies. 
 

The above information  about University Traditions was taken from 

htt p:// www.alumni.msstate.edu/ s/ 811/ index.aspx?sid=811&gid=1&pgid=699 

http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699
http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The most unique and certainly  the most resounding symbol of Mississippi 

State University traditi on is  the cowbell. Despite decades of att empts by 

opponents and authorities to bani sh it from scenes of competiti on, diehard 

State fans still  celebrate  Bulldog victories loudly and proudly with the distinctive 

sound of ringing cowbells. 
 

 

The precise origin of t he cowbell as a fixture of Mississippi State  sports 

traditi on re mains unclear to t his day. The be st r ecords have cowbells gradually 

introduced to t he MSU sports scene in the late 1930s and early 1940s, 

coinciding with t he 'golden age' of Mississippi State  football  success 

prior to W orld War II. 
 

 

The most popular  legend is that during a home football  game between 

State and arch-rival Mississippi, a  jersey cow wandered onto t he playing field. 

Mississippi State  soundly whipped the Rebels that Satur day, and State College 

students immediately adopted the cow as a good luck charm. Students  are said 

to have continued bringing a cow to fo otball  games for  a while, until t he 

practice was eventually discontinued in f avor of bringing just the cow's bell. 
 

 

Whatever the origin, it is certain  that by the 1950s cowbells were 

common at Mississippi State  games, and by t he 1960s were established as the 

special symbol of Mississippi Stat e. Ironically, the cowbell's populari ty grew most 

rapidly during the long years when State football  teams were ra rely successful. 

Flaunting  this anachronism from the 'aggie' days was a proud response by 

students and alumni to outsider scorn of t he university's 'cow college' history. 
 

 

In t he 1960s two MSU pr ofessors, Earl W. Terrell and Ralph L. Reeves 

obliged some students by w elding handles on t he bells to t hey could be rung 

with much more convenience and authority. By 1963 the demand for these 

long-handled cowbells could not be  filled  by home workshops alone, so at t he 

suggestion of Reeves the Student  Association bought bells in bulk and the 

Industrial Education  Club agreed to w eld on handles. In 1964 the MSU 

Bookstore began marketing  these cowbells with a  portion of the profits 

returning  to t hese student  organization s. 
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Today many styles of cowbells are available on campus and around Starkville, 

with the top-of-the-line a heavy chrome-plated  model with a full  Bulldog figurine 

handle. But experts  insist the best and loudest results are produced by a  

classic long-handled, bicycle-grip bell made of thinner and tightly-welded shells. 
 

 

Cowbells decorate offices and homes of Mississippi State  alumni, and are 

passed down t hrough generations  of Bulldog fans. 

 
In 1974, the SEC adopted a rule against artifi cial noisemakers that made 

it ille gal to ring  a cowbell during games. Despite creative effor ts by MSU f ans 

to circumvent the ruling and continue the traditi on, t he ban was in effect until  

2010. 
 
 

That spring, the 12 schools of the SEC agreed to a  compromise on 

artifi cial noisemakers, acknowledging the role cowbells play in the history of 

Mississippi State  University by amending the conference by-law. In t he fall of 

2010, on a  one-year trial with specified restrictions, cowbells were permitted in 

Davis Wade Stadium for  the first t ime in 36 years. And due to MSU f ans' 

notable  adherence to t he rules outlined  by t he league, cowbells have been 

allowed at MSU home football  games since with similar restrictions in pla ce. 
 

The above information about  University Traditi ons was taken from 

http:/ / www.alumni.msstat e.edu/ s/ 811/ind ex.aspx?sid=811&gid=1&pgid= 699 

http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699
http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699
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Maroon and White are the distinctive colors of Mississippi St ate University 

athletic  teams, dating back over a century to t he very first f ootball  game ever 

played by t he school's student-athletes. 
 

 

On November 15, 1895, the first Mississippi A&M football  team was 

preparing for  a road trip to Ja ckson, Tenn., to play  Southern Baptist University 

(now called Union University) the fol lowing day. Since every college was 

supposed to have its own unifo rm colors, the A&M student body requested that 

the school's team select a suitable  combination. 
 

 

Considering making this choice an honor, the inaugural State team gave 

the privilege to te am captain  W.M. Matt hews. Accounts report  that wit hout 

hesitation Matt hews chose Maroon and White. 
 

In t he 100 years since, every Mississippi State athlete has donned 

Maroon and  White in some combination.  At times a shade of gray  has be en 

added to t he scheme, such as for  the numerals. Briefly in t he 1980s the men's 

and women's ba sketball teams wore al l-gray uniforms  with maroon and white 

trim, w hile football  has at t imes sported silver game pants, and baseball will 

often wear all-gray road outfits.  
 

 

In 1938 football  coach Spike Nelson secretly had cardinal and gold 

unifo rms made for  Stat e, a  selection that did not sit w ell with t he team or the 

college at the first game. Neither the uniforms nor Nelson were back for  the 

next season. 
 

 

In re cent years, as has become commonplace in collegiate athletics, the 

Mississippi State  athletic department has mixed in black jerseys in several 

sports. In 2011, the Bulldogs debuted football  unifo rms trimmed in go ld for  the 

season-ending Battle  for  the Golden Egg. 
 

 
The above information about  University Traditi ons was taken from 

http:/ / www.alumni.msstat e.edu/ s/ 811/ind ex.aspx?sid=811&gid=1&pgid= 699 

http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699
http://www.alumni.msstate.edu/s/811/index.aspx?sid=811&amp;gid=1&amp;pgid=699
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Hail State 
 

Hail de a̒ Νole Stat e! 

Fight for  that victory t oday. 

Hit t hat li ne and to te that ball, 

Cross the goal before you fall! 

And t hen w̅Ν̌̌ ̙̅̌̌ˍ ̙̅̌l, yel l, ye ll! 

For de a̒ Νole State w eΝ̌̌ ̙̅̌̌ ̌̉̋̅ 

H-E-L-L! 

Fight for  Mis-sis-sip-pi Stat e, 

Win t hat game today! 

~Words and music by 

Joseph Burleson Peavey, 1939 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The above information 

about University 

Tradit ions was taken from 

htt p:// www.alumni.msstate. 

edu/ s/ 811/ index.aspx?sid 

=811&gid =1&pgid=699 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maroon and White 
 

In t he heart  of Mississippi 

Made by n one but GōΝ̓ own hands 

Stately in her ń̔Ν̒́̌ splendor 

Our Alma Mater proudly stands. 

State College of Mississippi, 

Fondest memΝ̒̉̅̓ clings to t hee. 

Life shall hoard thy spirit  ever, 

Loyal sons weΝ̌̌ ̗̙́̌́̓ be. 

Chorus: 

Maroon & White! Maroon & White! 

Of thee with joy we sing. 

Thy colors bright, our souls delight, 

With praise our voices ring. 

˴̈̏Ν ̏̒̕ ̌̉̆̅ some po̗Ν̒ may vanquish, 

Loyalty ć̎Ν̔ ̂̅ oΝ̅̒ ̒̎̕˛ 

Honors t rue on t hee we lavish 

Until t he setting  of the sun; 

Live Maroon and White forever, 

N̅Νer can evil mar thy f ame, 

Nothing us fr om thee can sever, 

Alma Mater we accl aim. 

~Words by T. Paul Haney Jr. 

and music by Henry E. Wamsley 

http://www.alumni.msstate/
http://www.alumni.msstate/
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MSU DICTIONARY 
 
 
 
 

Add/ Drop The process by w hich a student can add or remove a class 

from his or her schedule. 

Advisor Person who helps students select coursework and refers 

them to the appropriate  campus services. 

Block A meal on t he dining plan. 

Bulldog Bash Largest free outdoo r concert in Mississippi. Begins with a  

pep rally  and is fol lowed by several musical acts. Located in 

Starkvill̅Ν̓ Cotton Di strict. 

CSA Center  for  Student  Activities. Located in the Colvard Student  

Union, Room 314, and is responsible for  student 

organization s, Student  Association,  and Music Maker 

Productions. 

Dawg Daze Welcome events for  all MSU students. Begins with 

MVNU2MSU (residence hall move-in day) and continues 

through the first few weeks of school. 

The D rill Traditi onal welcome event held on t he Drill Field during the 

first w eek of classes. 

Drill  Field Grass lawn in t he heart  of the MSU campus. Built in 1909, it 

is anchored by Lee  Hall on t he north, and the Swalm 

Chemical Engineering building on t he south. 

Flex Dollars A method of payment t hat is included in most meal plans, 

and can be u sed at any Dining Services operation on 

campus. 

Hold If a  student has been notified  that a  hold has been placed 

on his or her records, then he or she will not be  allowed to 

register for classes. Common rea sons for  holds are financial 

(not paying y our myState  account)  or administrative 

(academic performance). 

The H ump Humphrey Coliseum. Home of MSU ba sketball. 

ITS Information  Technology Services 
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Left  Field Lounge Outfield  of Dudy Noble Field. Filled with pi ckup tru cks, motor 

homes and  trailers  with barbecue gril ls attached. Considered 

the best pla ce to w atch baseball in the SEC. 

MVNU2MSU Moving You to MSU. Opening day in the residence halls. 

MoneyMate Prepaid spending account atta ched to  a s̔̄̅̎̔̕Ν̓ MSU ID 

Card that may be used to pay for  books, meals, etc., on or 

off campus. 

MyBanner System that pr ovides online regi stration s, payment of  fees 

and access to y our records. 

MyCourses Course management system u sed for online in struction and 

learning. 

MyState Online portal that offers access to MyBanner, MyCourses, 

and university e-mail accounts. 

Net ID A unique letter  and number combination a ssigned to y ou by 

the university. Found on t he front of your MSU ID card. To 

set initial p assword, visit 

https:/ / ssl2.msstat e.edu/N etPassword/Mainten ance 

Night Rou te Shuttle bus operating  on Th ursday, Friday and Saturday 

nights. T akes students from campus to various locations  in 

Starkville. 

Quik-Pay System that all ows students and their authorized users 

(parents) to  make online paym ents to  student account. 

Registrar  Office that handles transcripts, academic calendars, 

academic records, and more. 

The Reflector  MSU student newspaper. Published each Tuesday and Friday. 

The U nion Colvard Student  Union. Home to many aspects of student 

life, including several food vendors and  the offices of many 

campus organization s. 

WMSV M˳˵Ν̓ radio stati on. 91.1 FM. 

Zacharias Village Four residence halls built re cently  on campus. Includes Ruby, 

Griffis, Hurst, and  North. 
 

 
The above information  is taken from Mississippi State Universit̙Ν̓ Student  

 

Handbook http:/ /s tudents.msstate.edu/pdf /s tudenthandbook.p 

https://ssl2.msstate.edu/NetPassword/Maintenance
http://students.msstate.edu/pdf/studenthandbook.p
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